solvent was evaporated in vacuo to give 'Pr2SnPh2 (50.4 g, 90%) as a colourless oil;
119 Sn (CH2CI2) -80.3 ppm.
Mercuric chloride (30.2 g, 0.112 mol) was added in small portions to a magnetically stirred solution of 'Pr2SnPh2 (20 g, 0.056 mol) in acetone (150 ml). The reaction mixture was stirred overnight, the precipitate (PhHgCI) was filtered off, the filtrate evaporated and the residue treated with diethylether (100 ml) and filtered again. The filtrate was evaporated slowly to give 'Pr2SnCl2 (14.1 g, 92%) as colourless crystals;
119 Sn (CH2CI2) 94.0 ppm, m. pt. 56.5 -57.5 °C.
A crystal of [ l Bu2SnCl2] was selected from a commercial sample (Aldrich).
Crystallography:
Intensity data for a colourless crystal of ['Pr2SnCl2] (details for scan technique such that 0max was 27.5° (22.5°), of these 1256 (1493) satisfied the /> 3.0σ(/) criterion of observability and were used in the subsequent analysis. The data sets were corrected for Lorentz and polarization effects [9] and for absorption employing the DIFABS program [10] which resulted in a range of transmission coefficients of 0.962 to 1.034 (0.896 -1.042). Crystal data are given in Table 1 .
The structures were solved by direct methods [11] and each refined by a full-matrix least-squares procedure based on F [9] . Non-H atoms were refined with anisotropic thermal parameters and Η-atoms were included in the model at their calculated positions 
Results.
The crystallographic numbering scheme for ['Pr2SnCl2] is shown in Figure 1 and interatomic parameters are listed in Table 3 . The tin atom exists in a distorted tetrahedral geometry defined by two chloride atoms and two carbon atoms of the 'Pr groups. The most significant deviations from the ideal tetrahedral geometry are found in the narrow Cl-Sn-CI angle of 95.29(5)° and the wide C-Sn-C angle of 136.1(2)°.
Whereas the two Sn-C bond distances are equal within experimental error, there is a small disparity in the Sn-CI bond lengths which may be traced to the presence of intermolecular contacts. The Sn-CI(1) bond distance of 2.369(1) A is marginally longer (6) Cl ( type observed in the remaining [R2SnCl2] structures, however, it is noted that the R= cHex compound is a member of the latter group. When the relative narrow ranges of Sn-CI oo Φ 
